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Table 1. List of the most important honey bee viruses in the world.
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Abstract

Mouhanna, A.M. and M. Alhaj Omer. 2013. Review study for the most prevalent honey bee viruses in the World. Arab
Journal of Plant Protection, 31(1): 1-9.

Viral diseases are the most important pathogens that attack honey bees and cause serious concerns for researchers and beekeepers
worldwide. Viruses attack the different developing phases and castes of the honey bees, including eggs, larvae, pupae, adult worker bees,
adult drones, and queens of the colonies. Although bee viruses usually parasitize as latent infections and do not cause obvious symptoms, but
they can dramatically affect honey bees health and shorten the lives of infected bees under certain conditions. Viruses were first identified as
new pathogens infecting honey bees since the beginning of the last century. Since then, at least 18 viruses have been reported to infect honey
bees worldwide. Some of them are classified to genus and family, whereas others are assigned to genera and some have not been classified
yet. In this manuscript a general view about the most important viral honey bee diseases, their transmission, symptoms and prevalence in the
world was given.
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