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Figure 1. Geographical location of the orchard of Bechloul 
in the Bouira region, Algeria 
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Figure 2. Mean intensity attack of Chaetoptelius vestitus on 
Pistacia vera based on branches direction. 
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Figure 3. Biological cycle of Chaetoptelius vestitus on 
Pistacia vera during 2003-2004. 
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Figure 4. Relation between the volume of consumed wood 
and the tunnel diameter. 
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Abstract 
Chebouti-Meziou, N., S.E. Doumandji, Y. Chebouti and F.Z. Bissaad. 2009. A Study on the Biology and Incidence of 
Chaetoptelius vestitus (Mulsant & Rey) Infesting Pistacia vera L. in the Central Highlands of Algeria. Arab Journal of 
Plant Protection, 27: 123-126. 

A study on the biology of Chaetoptelius vestitus witch infests pistachio trees, in Bechloul region in the central highlands of Algeria 
was conducted during 2003 and 2004. The results obtained showed the occurrence of one generation of the insect Chaetoptelius vestitus per 
year and the absence of some imature stages from May to November. The adult insect spends its nights during summer on the young 
branches in which it makes feedind tunnels, and 40% of the insects spend their nights inside these tunnels. The early stages of this insect 
appeared from December until March, whereas the late stages appeared from November until May. Most of the adult insects left the tunnels 
and moved to weak branches to reproduce and overwinter. The mean intensity of insect attack was calculated through the rate of tunnels 
made in the branches with different orientation. The highest rate of invasion was in the southern direction, estimated at 2.65±9 tunnels per 
branch. In 84.33% of the tunnels, there was one entry point for the insect. 
Keywords: Biology, Chaetoptelius vestitus, Pistacia vera, life cycle. 
Corresponding author: Nadjiba Chebouti-Meziou, Department of Biology, Faculty of Siences, University of Boumerdes, Algeria,  

Email: chnadjiba@yahoo.fr 
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