Short Communication (Ecology : Entomology)
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Figure 1. Stages of Greater moth Galleria mollonella (L.).
(A) Egg, (B) Larva, (C) Pupa and (D) Adult (female).
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Table 1. Duration of different stages of Greater wax moth
Galleria mellonella (L.).

Duration/day a sails 34! o _iY) sac
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Adult )
(AR RPN
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Table 3. Effect of duration of keeping males and female

together on egg laying and sex ratio for Greater wax moth
Galleria mellonella (L.).
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Table 2. Duration of pre-oviposition, oviposition and post-
oviposition female fertility of Greater wax moth Galleria
mellonella (L.).
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Abstract
Khanbash, M.S. and H.S. Oshan. 1997. Biological Study on Greater Wax Moth Galleria mellonella (L.) in Lahj Region,

Yemen. Arab J. Pl. Prot. 15(2): 80-83.

Greater wax moth Galleria mellonella (L) is a major pest threatening honeybee colonies. To study the biology of this moth, under
laboratory conditions (29-34°C), an experiment was carried out at Nasir’s College of Agricultural Sciences, University of Aden. The length of
the egg reached 0.4-0.5 mm, and the tull grown larva reached up to 30 mm. The length of the pupa reached 11-15 mm. The female is bigger than
the male by about 8%. Incubation period ranged from 5 to 11 days. The larval period was 22-40 days, and that of the pupal stage was 9-34 days.
The mean adult female period was 7.5 days, and that of the male was 14.8 days. The female laid groups of eggs, which ranged from 250 to 1283
eggs/temale. There was no significant ditference in the quantity of eggs laid by females when they were separated from males soon after

copulation or by those which were living with males after copulation.
Key words: Insect Biology, Galleria mellonella (1..), Yemen.
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