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Table 1. Effect of date palm dust mite Oligonychus afrasiaticus (McGregor) on the physical characteristics of three varieties

of dates.
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* Significant difference between healthy and infested fruits at P= 0.05 (T test)
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Table 2. Effect of date palm dust mite Oligonychus

afrasiaticus (McGregor) on the chemical composition of
three different varieties of dates
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Abstract
Ba Angood, S.A. and G .S. Bass’haih. 2000. A Study on the Effect of Date Palm Dust Mite Oligonychus afrasiaticus
(McGregor) (Acarin : Tetranychidae) on the Physiochemical Characters of Three Different Date Varieties in Wadi
Hadhramout, Yemen. Arab J. Pl. Prot. 18: 82-85.

Date palm trees in Wadi Hadhramout are usually attacked by several pests, the most important ones are the lesser date moth, date palm
stem borers and the date palm dust mite. In the last few years, infestation of the dust mite was widely spread damaging 80% of the yield in
some areas. This study was carried out in September 1998 at Seiyun Agricultural Research Station to determine the effect of the dust mite on
physiochemical characters of three varieties of dates. The results showed that the dust mite had an adverse effect on some of physiochemical
characters of dates in Wadi Hadhramout. Infested dates of Mijraf, Madini and Hamra varieties were smaller in size, malformed and unripe,
compared with healthy ones. They also had lower content of total soluble solids particularly sugars, and lower percentage of water content
compared with the healthy ones.
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