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Abstract
Hegazi, E.M. 1985. The role of invertebrates on some ecosystems of the Egyptian Western desert. Arab J. P1. Prot. 3: 63 - 71.

A study of eight successive years was carried out at
different sites in the Egyptian western desert to clarify the
role of invertebrates on desert ecosytems. It is concluded
that: (a) the occurrence of injurious species is related to the
phenology of the host plant and the abundance of any
particular species varies from one site to another within an
ecosystem: (b) some plants form unknown factors which
disturb the life cycles of insects that feed on them; (c) pets of
agricultural ecosystems may play a beneficial role in plant
reproduction  under desert conditions; (d) some
invertebrates are active on the ground «as adult stage»
during the winter and spring months and inside the $oil «as
larvae» during summer and autumn; (e¢) human interference
exerts a considerable effect on the number and type of soil

and above-ground fauna: (f) protection of overgrazing areas
from animals has to be for a limited period otherwise it could
cause deterioration to the protected plants due to some
factors including insects; (g) desert acts as a natural
resources for different effective pollinators and biological
control agents, the latters could be used in the agricultural
ecosystems against the destructive pests; (h) flowers and
fruits are the most liable parts for insects infestation: (i) nests
of wasps are one of the common features in the rain-fed
soils;  (j) birds, spiders, pseudosc orpions and
entomophagous insects each play particular role on the
different ecosystems; (k) some field notes on the desert in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are reported and (1) desert is
the unlimited field of study and is full with life.
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