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Table 2. Alfalfa disecases in the Damascus - Ghouta in 1981,
1982, 1985 and 1986.
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b) Disease index: rating should include incidence (1) and severity (2)-

(1) Incidence % of attacked plants in a field.

(2) Severity: area of leaf /plant surface covered by the disease
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Abstract
M. Billar.1989. Survey of alfalfa diseases in the Ghouta of Damascus, Syria,(1981, 1982,1985 and 1986).Arab J. PI. Prot.

7:1-7

During November 1981, August 1982, April 1985, and
February 1986, field and laboratory studies were conducted
to identify and evaluate diseases of alfalfa (Medicago sativa
L.) from 42 and 46 locations in (1982, 1985) and (1981,
1986), respectively at 35 villages of the Ghouta of Damascus.
Identification was based on the usual laboratory methods.
Disease incidence and severity ( = disease index) were rated
on al - 4 scoring scale. Results indicated the presence of the
following diseases: Downy mildew (Peronospora trifo-
liorum); Rust (Uromyces striatus); Spring black stem and
leaf spot (Phoma medicaginis var. medicaginis); Summer
black stem and leaf spot (Cercospora medicaginis); Leptos-
phaerulina leaf spot (L. briosiana); Stemphylium leaf spot

(Pleospora herbarum); Common leaf spot (Pseudopeziza
medicaginis); Powdery mildew (Leveillula taurica); Ascochy-
ta leaf spot (A. imperfecta); Anthracnose (Colletotrichum
spp.); Crown and root rot (Fusarium spp., Rhizoctonia sola-
ni); and Bacterial leaf spot disease (Xanthomonas alfalfae).
Based on symptoms, alfalfa mosaic virus (AMV) and alfalfa
enation virus (AEV)were alsodetected. Considering the fre-
quency of occurrence of these diseases, downy mildew and
AMV, AEV, were the most prevailing diseases in most loca-
tions. These diseases should be considered of great import-
ance in future screening work for the improvement of disease
varieties.

Key words: alfalfa, diseases, Syria.
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