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Figure 1. Exochomus nigripensis feeding on the date palm scale
insect, Parlatoria blanchardi Targ.
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Figure 3. Larvae of the parasite Bracon hebetor (Say.) parasitizing
on an insect of the genus Ephestia on dates.
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Figure 2. Adult stage of Cephalonomia tarsalis (Ash.) (Scanning
electron micrograph, x 130).
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Figure 4. The adult stage of the parasite Leptomastic dactylopii(Ha-
ward) (Scanning electron micrograph, x 70).
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Abstract
Bitaw, A.A. and A.A. Saad. 1990. Survey of natural enemies of date palm pests in Libya. Arab J.Pl. Prot. 8(1):12 - 15.

A survey for natural enemies of date palm pests was car-
ned out during the agricultural seasons 1982 - 1984 in all
date growing areas in Jamahiriya. The investigation included
their geographical distribution and relative abundance. The
results revealed the presence of 13 predators and parasites.
The predators were: Coccinella  quinquepunctaia,
C. septempunctata, {ybocephalus sp., Exochomus nig-
ripensis, Chrysopa carnea on Parlatoria blanchardi, Pharos-
cymnus sp. on P. blanchardi and Phoenicoccus marlatti;

Blattisocius tarsalis oti Cadra cautella and Ectomyelois cera-
tonia. The parasitoides were: Cephalomia tarsalis on Ory-
zaephilus spp.: Phanertoma sp. on Bartachedra amaydraula:
Bracon hebetor on Ephestia spp.; Leptomastix dactylopii on
Pianococcus citri and Perilampus sp. on E. ceratonia. The
predators were more common and abundant than the para-
sites especially in the south. The most active natural enemies
were C. carnea and B. hebetor.

Key words: date palm, insects, natural enemies, Lybia.
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