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Table 1. Percentage of wheat seeds contamination with bunt balls of common bunt disease.
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Table 2. Percentage of Tilletia species frequencies, the
causal agent of wheat bunt disease, in infected fields during
2001/2002,
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Table 3. Criteria and taxonomic characters used for identification of common bunt fungi from infected wheat samples.
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Abstract
Al-Maaroof, E.M., A.K. Hussien and D.A. Mushael. 2005. Status and distribution of wheat bunt diseases in Iraq. Arab
Journal of Plant Protection, 23: 127-131.

Recently an epidemic form of wheat bunt disease was observed in the central and southern regions of lraq for the first time. High disease
incidence was detected in most wheat fields in these regions during 2001/2002 season. This caused potential hazard to wheat production in the
country. A systematic survey was conducted to detect the importance and geographical distribution of the disease in Irag and to identify the
causal agents. Results revealed that the disease is distributed in most ol wheat ficlds in the northern and centeral parts of the country. The high
level of wheat grain contamination with bunt balls was about 3.1% (weight/ weight) in Tekrit province and the low level was about 0.6%
(weight/ weight) in Wasit. These levels of contamination caused 100% superficial contamination of wheat seeds with teliospores ol the causal
agents in all the samples. Tilletia tritici, T. leavis and T. intermedia were identified in all inlected wheat samples collecled [rom the northern
regions. The frequency of T. meitici was high (30%). Tilleria sp. was isolated and identified for the first time in Irag in most infected wheat
samples from central and northen regions. A karnal bunt-like fungus (T indica) was also recorded for the first time in some wheat samples from
Salah Al- Deen and Babelon,

Key words: Common bunt, Wheat. Tilleria foerida, T. carrvies, Triticum aestivum
Corresponding anthor: E.M. Al-Maaroof, Agriculture and Food Technology Center, P.O. Box 765, Baghdad, Irag.
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