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Abstract
Nayak, S., U. Dhua, C. Sengupta, S. Samanta and S.R. Dhua. 2015. Inhibition of germination and seedling growth of
rice by culturefiltrate of aflatoxigenic Aspergillusflavus. Arab Journal of Plant Protection, 33(1): 93-95.

Aflatoxin B1 produced by Aspergillus flavus causes damage to crops and ceredls including rice by inhibiting seed germination,
elongation of the hypocotyls or roots and aters many physiologica processes in devel oping seedlings. Rice cultivar Savitri is a popular high
yielding variety in the eastern coastal part of India, where favorable growth condition for A. flavus exist and the harvesting practice of the
farmers usually result in the infection of rice crops with this fungus. Hence, the effect of culture filtrate of A flavus on cv. Savitri (CR 210-
1009) was investigated. Seed germination, root shoot length and root shoot weight of Savitri seedlings were drastically reduced by dipping
the seeds in the undiluted and diluted (50% and 25%) culture filtrate. In the case of undiluted culture filtrate, seed germination rate and
seedlings mortality rate were 18% and 75% compared to 70% and 0.00% for the untreated control, respectively. The residua seed weight
was lower (358.9mg) in the case of untreated control and higher in case of undiluted filtrate (521mg). Results indicated that the culture
filtrate containing the aflatoxin, interfered with the physiological processes which prevented the use of endosperm by the developing
seedlings.
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I ntroduction

Aflatoxins are biologically active secondary metabolites
produced mainly by A. flavus and have been detected in
cereal grains, oil seeds, fermented beverages made from
grains, milk, cheese, meat, nut products, fruit juice and
numerous other agricultural commodities (1). Though
mycotoxins and particularly aflatoxin contamination is less
commonly reported for rice than for many other cered
crops, rice represents a very good substrate for fungal
growth and toxinogenesis since it is used as an ideal culture
medium to test the toxigenic potential of isolated strains.
The major mycotoxigenic fungi in rice are Aspergillus spp.,
Fusarium spp. and Penicillium spp. (2). Besides its
toxigenic effect on animals, Aflatoxin B1 inhibits seed
germination, seedling growth and alters the physiological
processes of seedlings of many crops including cereals such
as rice (3, 4) wheat (5) and maize (1). Aflatoxins may
inhibit seed germination, elongation of the hypocotyls or
roots of developing seedlings, or both, and by interference
with chlorophyll synthesisin certain plants (6). The harmful
effects of such fungal invasion may be glume or grain
discoloration, loss in viability, quality and toxin
contamination (1).

The aflatoxin producing fungi are widely distributed
in nature and can grow over a wide range of environmental
conditions (7). However, high relative humidity and
temperature favors the growth and aflatoxin production (8,
9). In the eastern coastal part of India where such type of
environmental conditions exist, farmers usualy keep
harvested paddy in the field for 4-5 days for proper sun
drying. The occurrence of sudden heavy rain during the
harvesting season resulting in flood like situation, makes
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the rice crop vulnerable to infection with Aspergillus spp.
(10) and favors the growth and spread of Aspergillus flavus
and subsequent aflatoxin contamination of the rice crop.
Among the various stages, rice at the drying stage and the
stage preceding milling were shown to contain aflatoxins
(11). Accordingly, the effect of dipping seeds in culture
filtrate of aflatoxigenic A. flavus on seed germination and
seedling growth of rice cultivar Savitri (CR 1009, released
by Central Rice Research Ingtitute, India) was investigated.

Materialsand Methods

Aspergillus flavus isolate A129 was grown in [-
Cyclodextrine Potato Dextrose Broth (12) for 15 days in
150 ml conical flask at ambient temperature. The mycelial
mat was separated and the broth was filtered to be used in
the study. Three concentrations of this filtrate such as
undiluted culture filtrate (100%) and two dilutions (50%
and 25%) of culture filtrate were used. Hundred seeds of
rice cv. Savitri was properly dipped in 3 ml of each solution
and then plated on blotting paper in plastic petri plates. To
each type of plate, 6 ml more solution was added and then
kept at ambient temperature. Seed germination and seedling
mortality rates, root-shoot length, root-shoot weight and
residua seed weight (i.e. the weight of the seeds after
removing root and shoot) were measured. The seedling
mortality rate was calculated using the formula:

Seed mortality (%) = (Number of dead seeds after
germination/Total number of germinated seeds) x 100



Results and Discussion

The A. flavus isolate (A129) used in the current study was
isolated from a raw dehisced rice sample. It was non-
sclerotic type and produced 25 pug/ml of aflatoxin B1 in
culture broth.

The toxic culture filtrate of A129 drastically reduced
the seed germination rate, root shoot length and root shoot
weight of rice cultivar Savitri and the reduction of these
parameters were directly proportional to the concentration
of the culture filtrate (Table 1 & Figure 1). The germination
rate of seeds soaked in sterilized water (control) was 70%,
with no seedlings mortality, whereas in the case of
undiluted culture filtrate, germination rate was 18% and
seedling mortality rate was 75%. Root growth was
completely inhibited in seedlings treated with undiluted
filtrate and very poorly developed in 50% and 25% filtrates.
Root weight of seedlings treated with undiluted and 50%
filtrate were 9 and 13 mg, whereas shoot weight was 133
and 161 mg, respectively (Table 1). These results were in
accordance with those obtained previoudy (1). Aflatoxins
in food grains interfere with protein synthesis by inhibiting
the incorporation of amino acids into protein, resulting in
non-germination of embryo and it also binds to DNA and
thus prevents RNA synthesis (13). In some legumes, this
reduction in root and shoot length was thought to be due to
allantoinase (alantoina amido hydrolase) activity on
germinating seeds (14). The residua seed weight was
lowest (358.9 mg) in the case of untreated control and it
increased with the increase in concentration of culture
filtrate, i.e. highest in case of undiluted filtrate (521 mg). It
indicated that the aflatoxin interfered with the physiological
processes which prevented the use of endosperm by the
developing seedlings.

Rice cv. Savitri (CR 210-1009) is a popular high
yielding cultivar in the eastern coast of India, grown in
shallow low-land ecosystem. It is resistant to major rice
diseases and pests and of 145 days growth duration, hence
largely adopted for cultivation by farmers. The current
study showed that this variety was susceptible to aflatoxin

B1 produced by A. flavus. Hence, control measures should
be adopted to prevent the contamination of this fungus to
rice otherwise it may cause quantitative and qualitative
changes in chemical composition (biodeterioration) of the
rice seeds.

Figure 1. Plates showing germination and mortality of
seedlings treated with aflatoxic culture filtrate of A. flavus.
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Table 1. Effect of cultural extract of toxigenic Aspergillus flavus isolate A129 on germination and mortality rates of rice

cultivar Savitri (CR 1009).

*Seedling Root Shoot Root Residual
Germination  mortality length length weight Shoot seed weight
Solution rate (%) rate (%) (cm) (cm) (mg) weight (mg) (mg)
Control 20429 0.0 42+019 43+010 27+x12 2081184 358.9
Cultural filtrate 100% B 75+ 6.88 0.0 18+013 9+046 133+8.24 521.0
18+x14
Cultural filtrate 50% 22+266 02005 25+012 13+147 161+1.65 495.0
32+0.6
Cultural filtrate 25% 3H+12 19+145 23+018 36+014 22+041 205+145 468.0
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