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Figure 1. Brevipalpus californicus (Bank) female. A: dorsal view, B: ventral view, C: tarsus || with two solenidia
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Figure 2. Mean number of B. californicus per 100 leaves of lemon (+ SD) in the orchards studied in Lattakia, Syria, from April
2011 until March 2013.
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Abstract

Kerhili, S., Z. Barbar and L.H. Aslan. 2015. First record on identification and population dynamics of the false spider
mite Brevipalpus californicus (Banks), in lemon orchards in Lattakia governorate of Syria. Arab Journal of Plant
Protection, 33(3): 248-253.

The objective of this research was to survey Tenuipalpidae species in three lemon orchards at different sites in Lattakia governorate,
Syria, and to study the population dynamics of these mites during the period from April 2011 to March 2013. The results obtained confirmed
the presence of Brevipal pus californicus (Banks) in all studied sites, and thisisthefirst record of this speciesin Syria. This specieswas present
on lemon trees all year round, however the density was very low during the summer season. The study also showed differences in population

dynamics among different sites, and the densities of this species seemed to be negatively correlated with mean temperature.
Keywords: False spider mite, lemon, Brevipalpus californicus, population dynamics, Syria.
Corresponding author:  Safaa Kerhili, Plant Protection Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Damascus University, Damascus, Syria,

email: g.safaa@ymail.com
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