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Table 2. Seasonal and relative presence of beetle species Oryctes elegans and O.sinaicus in Wassit Province.
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Figure 2. Adults of beetle species O. elegans: Male (top) and female (bottom).
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Figure 3. Adults of O. agamemnon beetle: Male (Top) and female (bottom).
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Figure 4. Adults of O. sinaicus beetle: Male (top) and female (bottom).
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Figure 5. Adults of O. sahariensis beetle: Male (top) and female (bottom).
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Figure 6. Genitalia of O. elegans (B), O. sinaicus (A), O. Agamemnon (D), O. sahriensis (C) adults (magnification 55x).
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Abstract
Al-Jassany, R.F. and H.M. Al-Saedy. 2019. Survey and identification of Oryctes beetle species (Coleoptera: Dynastidae)
and determination of their relative occurrence in Iraq. Arab Journal of Plant Protection, 37(1): 22-30.

A study was conducted to survey and identify palm rhinoceros beetle Oryctes species found in some regions of Iraq and evaluate
their relative and seasonal occurrence during 2013-2014. Results obtained showed that four species of this genus were found in some provinces
of Iraq. Oryctes sahriensis Demire was recorded for the first time in Iraq, especially in Al-Najaf city, in addition to other species that has been
recorded earlier. These species were as follows: O. elegans Prell, O. sinaicus Walker and O. Agamemnon Burmeister. O. elegans was the most
common species in Iraqi’s regions, where it was found widely in all surveyed regions which include Baghdad, Babel, Karbala, Najaf, Al-
Kadsia, Thikar, Basra, Mysan and AL-Kut. Furthermore, the results of seasonal and relative abundance study in one of Palm Research Stations
in Kut and using light traps illustrated that the adults of O. sinaicus and O. elegans started to emerge during April and disappeared in December,
and the population peak of the two species were found during June, July and August. The overall insect adults captured during the season was
1096 adults for O. elegans and 519 adults for O. sinaicus with relative occurrence of 66.8% for O. elegans and 33.09% for O. sinaicus. The
appearance of this insect pest with high population in the Palm Research Station suggest their economic importance because of the damage

caused by these insects on the quality and quantity of date palm and plantlets produced.

Keywords: Date palm, rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes, Irag.
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