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Egypt is ranked first in date palm production worldwide, with 16 million date palms. Red palm weevil (RPW) Rhynchophorus
ferrugineus (Olivier) (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) is considered the main pest of date palm in Egypt, and was recorded for the first time in
this country in 1992 in date palm plantations of Sharkia and Ismailia Governorates. Infestation with this pest is now spread to all 26
governorates in Egypt, and the infestation rate ranges from 2% to 35%. FAO supported a technical support project (TCP/EGY/3603) on Date
Palm Value Chain Development in Egypt, with main activities in the governorates of Siwa Oasis, El-Kharga, Paris Oasis, El-Dakhla, Al-
Baharya Oasis, Aswan, Kefr El-Sheikh and Beheria Governorates. One of the project components was to provide assistance for RPW
control. The project provided training for more than 3,000 persons (extension workers, farmers, and research workers) from Siwa Oasis,
New Valley and Wahat Baheria oases, Aswan and Kefr El-Sheikh Governorates. Training sessions focused on the control of red palm
weevil, fruit pests in the field and in storage, as well as on diseases that infect palm trees. The practical training was conducted at one of the
palm farms. Based on visual inspection, trainees were able to identify different date palm pests and diseases. Methods of pest control,
especially red palm weevil, were illustrated. Al-nakhalin 120 trainees from Siwa Oasis and New Valley (El-Khargaand El Dakhla direction)
were given practical and theoretical training on all agricultural and control operations in 22 extension fields (20 fields in Siwa and 2 in El-
Khargaand El-Dakhla). Control program implemented during different months ofthe year included: (i) control of pests that started to cause
problems in recent years such as Phonapatefrontasi, Oligonichusafrasiaticus and arlatoriablancherd, (ii) biological control of date fruit
pests, (iii) control of pests that affect dates during storage and processing. Training also included how to identify symptoms of different pest
infestations. Five brochures (fruit pests in thefield, date palm diseases, storage pests,date palm borers in Egypt, and red palm weevil), in
addition to a manualfor the control of red palm weevil were prepared. Scientific material for the training courses related to red palm weevil,
frond palm borer and fruit stalk borer, disease and fruit pests behavior, common symptoms and control methods such as preventive measures,
use of pesticides, light traps and biological control agents were also prepared. During project implementation, a report on the most important
pests and diseases in the project work area was prepared, and included the following pests: Oligonichusafrasiaticus, Parlatoriablancherdi,
Arenipsessabell, Batrachedraamydraula, Ephesteacalidellaguer, EphestiaCautella, Rhynchophorusferrugineus, Oryzaephilussurinamens,
Amitermisdesertorium and Coccotrypesdactyliperda. In addition, a work plan for their control was also prepared.A questionnaire on pests
and diseases to collect and analyse data from Siwa Oasis was also prepared. Furthermore, a work planto control date palm pests in Siwa oasis
was prepared with assistance from an international expert. Training twenty trainees to train 2,000 farmers (TOT) on IPM ofdate palm pests
was achieved. Furthermore, 1750 infested palm trees in Baharya and Siwa were treated using gasoline drills.Field experiments on integrated
RPW management were implemented, using aggregation pheromone traps, injection of pesticides in infested palms with continued pest
monitoring.
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