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Figure 1. Microterys hortulanus (9): A=head, frontal view; B= head, dorsal view; C= mesosoma, dorsal view; D =antenna;
E =(1) fore wing, (2) hind wing; F =mid leg; G =ovipositor; H =metasoma; | =fore leg; J=hind leg; K =mesosoma+metasoma
in ventral view; L =body lateral; M =dorsal body view.
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Abstract
Saleh, A.T., A.M. Basheer and H.A. Alrouz. 2019. First report of the coccid Microterys hortulanus (Hymenoptera:
Encyrtidae) in Syria. Arab Journal of Plant Protection, 37(3): 286-291.

The study was carried out during the period from April to June 2016 and 2017 in an orchard in the district of Jaba, Quneitra governorate
(Syria), infested with the soft scale Sphorelecanic prunastri (Fonscolombe) (Hemiptera: Coccidae), that attack almond Prunus amygdalus
(Dulcis). Infested branches with the insect were collected and taken to the Biological Control Studies and Research Center (BCSRC). The
collected samples were placed in cages of plexi glass with ventilation holes for two weeks until insect parasites were released and then frozen
(-26°C). This is the first record of Microterys hortulanus (Hymenoptera: Encyrtidae) in Syria. Identification was based on the adult female
morphological characteristics, where different parts of the body were separated with a sharp needle and placed on a glass slide using Hoyer
solution. Measurements (pum) for taxonomic characteristics were made by a micrometer using a built in ruler in the ocular lens.
Photomicrographs were taken to illustrate morphological and morphometric characteristics of this species.

Keywords: morphological characteristics, parasitoid, Microterys, Syria.
Corresponding author: Alaa Turkey Saleh, Department of Plant Protection, Faculty of Agriculture, Damascus University, Syria,

Email: alaa.saleh2020@gmail.com
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